Chapter V

THE GERMANIC POWERS AND TURKEY

i. AUSTRIA

NATIONAL feuds are always fiercest between neigh-
bours ; and the closer the vicinity, the more
violent the enmity. The history of Franco-Turkish and
Anglo-Turkish relations until the nineteenth century is,
as we saw, a chronicle of friendship marred only by occa-
sional bickerings. The history of Russo-Turkish and
Austro-Turkish relations during the same period is one
long monotonous tale of warfare broken only by short
truces. Austria, being nearer to the Turk, became his
enemy before Russia.

From the fourteenth century, when the Osmanli first set
foot in the Balkan Peninsula, they found Hungary lead-
ing the Balkan peoples' desperate struggles for freedom.
After the Turk's firm settlement on the ruins of the By-
zantine Empire, Hungary continued irreconcilable. In
1526 Suleiman the Magnificent crushed Hungarian resis-
tance on the battlefield of Mohacz, and captured Buda-
Pesth without firing a shot. But the hostility, instead
of ceasing, spread over a larger area. In 1529 Ferdinand
of Austria joined in the fray, and Suleiman very nearly
did to Vienna what he had already done to Buda-Pesth.
Ferdinand in 1547 was obliged to sign a treaty whereby
not only he relinquished Hungary and Transylvania to
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